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One the Cover: 

 Progress is being made on the scenery upgrades to the Western Kansas Rails (WKR) N-scale 

layout.  We are nearing completion of the improved storage tanks for the Agridyne plant on section 4, 

details inside… 
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The purpose of NRail is to promote N Scale 

model railroading in all forms, all standards 

wherever N Scale is present.  NRail has been the 

voice of N Scale model railroading for over 45 

years.  Starting as NTRAK, it created the first 

national modular standard, provided the vehicle 

for N Scale to grow to the second most popular 

scale in North America, was the birthplace of T-

TRAK and today is the home of N Scale model 

railroading.  We welcome all N scalers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click this link for the N-Rail website:  https://nrail.org/ 

 

Click this link:  https://www.facebook.com/NRail.org  for the N-Rail Facebook page. 
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Follow the activities of the Western Kansas Division, NMRA on the Robert Simmons YouTube channel. 

 

  NEW  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WvyNmDQvRHU  

 

 

 

 

 

 

                       

                          NEW   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-K0DMdu8Sbw 

 

 

 

 

  NEW  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_f4W1tgfP2s 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click the link to check it out: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9EPv8cQ04rRGAYts-734jw?view_as=subscriber 
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Click this link for the SCMT website:  https://www.springcreekmodeltrains.com/ 

 

For the Facebook page of SCMT, click here:  https://www.facebook.com/springcreekmodeltrains 
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Stay up-to-date on the activities of the Mid-Continent Region, NMRA on their website: 

http://mcor-nmra.org/ 

 

 

NMRA National also has their website: 

https://www.nmra.org/ 
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The Friends of the Burlington Northern Railroad 
(FOBNR) historical society was incorporated on 
January 3, 1993.     

It was chartered to gather, preserve, and share 
information about the history and the current 
operations of the Burlington Northern Railroad.  

The group began with about 140 members absorbed 
from the Burlington Northern Historical Society.  In 
1996, following the merger between Burlington 
Northern and Santa Fe, the group voted to follow the Burlington Northern from 1970 to 1995 and the BNSF 
from 1995 to the present. Then in 2018 we added coverage of the Montana Rail Link. 

 

The Group’s quarterly publication, The BN Expediter, is the 
voice of the organization that shares news about the group’s 
activities, BN historical data, and current operations of the 
railroad. It is currently a 30+ page all-color publication and 
will grow even larger as the society grows and more 
members contribute more information. 

Join Us Today! 

• Membership is for one full year. 
• Multiple-year memberships are permitted and even encouraged, but not for more than 3 years. 
• All members get 4 issues of The BN Expediter, our quarterly magazine. 
• Regular and youth members can buy our annual BN calendar for $2 off the regular price. 
• Sustaining members are acknowledged by name in every issue of The BN Expediter and get our annual 

BN calendar free. 

 

Click this link for the FOBNR website:  https://fobnr.org/ 

 

For the Facebook page of the FOBNR, click here: 

https://www.facebook.com/@fobnr 
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Click here for the OPSIG website to get your copy: 

https://www.opsig.org/ 
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Real DealReal DealReal DealReal Deal    
 

  On December 6, 2024, there was not much action going on in the yard, so I got some pics of these two 

locos awaiting their next assignment. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

   BNSF 7533 was completed by General Electric in April of 2007 as a ES44DC. 
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Real DealReal DealReal DealReal Deal 

 

     BNSF 3894 is a GE ET44C4. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    As I was taking the previous pics, movement to my left signaled the arrival of a Cimarron Valley grain 

hopper train (they were very quiet), and I was able to get some views while they were moving into the 

yard. 
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Real DealReal DealReal DealReal Deal 

 

                                               The pair as they were pulling in. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    One the same day, December 6th, there was one lone, hapless resident on the RIP track. 
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Click the link to start reading today: 

https://rrmodelcraftsman.com/ 
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                                         Facebook 
 

 

 

While scrolling Facebook, check out the Mid-Continent Region, NMRA page: 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1851848998468077 

 

 

 

Also try the Western Kansas Division, NMRA page: 

 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064641403539 
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The Santa Fe Railway Historical & Modeling Society is an independent non-profit corporation devoted to 

preserving, studying, and sharing information about the former Santa Fe Railway, from its rich history and 

fascinating operations, to its distinctive equipment and facilities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click here for the SFRHMS website:  https://sfrhms.org/ 

 

Here is the link:  https://www.facebook.com/SFRHMS  for the SFRHMS Facebook page. 
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    Want to "test drive" the NMRA for a little while? 
 

Sign up for our 9-month Rail Pass trial membership for only $19.95! 

 

 

This Membership Includes 9-months of the Digital NMRA Magazine. 

The Rail Pass offer is good in the U.S. only and is for new members and those 
who have not been NMRA members for two years or more. Individuals can join at 
the Rail Pass rate only once. Rail Pass members can attend conventions and 
participate in contests but cannot hold office or vote in NMRA events. Membership 
will renew at the regular membership rate. 

Click here for more information:https://www.nmra.org/membership-application-and-renewal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can also follow the Western Kansas Division, NMRA on MeWe 
 

https://mewe.com/westernkansasdiv/feed 
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Click here to start reading today:  https://www.nscalemagazine.com/index.html 
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WKR UpdateWKR UpdateWKR UpdateWKR Update    
 

    (Left)  In last month’s issue, we left off after gluing the tank tops to the sections of PVC 

pipe and using cans of V-8 as weights during the drying process. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     (Right)  This month we begin by constructing the 

containment fields for each tank.  We begin by using .040 

Evergreen sheet styrene for the concrete base pad. 

 

     (Below)  We traced around the PVC pipe section to get the 

diameter of the original tank structure. 
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WKR UpdateWKR UpdateWKR UpdateWKR Update 

     (Above)  For the photo, I laid a file down to hold-up the marker strip.  We determined we needed a 4-foot-

wide containment field, so we cut a strip of styrene that size, and marked dashes around the original circle.  You 

can also use a compass for this (we didn’t have one), then play connect-the-dots. 

 

 

 

 

     (Left)  Now that we have the diameter of the tank plus containment field, 

we cut off the excess styrene from around the outer circle. 
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WKR UpdateWKR UpdateWKR UpdateWKR Update 

     (Above)  Now it’s time to glue the tanks to the base.  As you recall from last month, we had some difficulty 

in getting a good, square cut on the PVC pipe sections.  Because the cuts are not square, it would make the tank 

appear to be leaning, because it is.  The first step to correct this is using a pair of mini squares, since the tank on 

the concrete base is now .040” taller that the workbench, we used scrap pieces cut from around the circles to 

match the height, so the base of the square is flat.  This would leave a gap from the concrete pad to the bottom 

of the tank at some point. 

 

     (Right)  We made 

small pencil marks to 

indicate the gap on the 

side of the tank.  Using 

different pieces of 

styrene, we determined 

the size necessary to 

straighten the tank and it 

was glued to the bottom 

rim of the tank.  Don’t 

worry about gaps at the bottom of the tanks as they will be covered by the containment field. 
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WKR UpdateWKR UpdateWKR UpdateWKR Update 

 

     (Above)  The now straight tank is glued to the concrete base. 

 

 

 

 

     (Right)  All three tanks are on 

their pads.     When doing 

multiples of the same thing, 

follow the same procedures on 

all, even if mistakes are made, 

then correct them all the same 

way, so they all look the same. 
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WKR UpdateWKR UpdateWKR UpdateWKR Update 

 

     (left)  We are ready to begin constructing the 

containment fields for each tank.  We determined we 

wanted the field walls to be five-feet tall, so strips of 

.020” styrene were cut into strips.  The entire length 

of the styrene sheet is not long enough to wrap all the 

way around, so we will have to splice more in from a 

second strip.  Glue the two strips together while on a 

flat surface making sure they are straight.  Use a 

“doubler” piece on the inside at the joint. 

 

     (Above)  To assemble the containment wall, we again used both mini squares, and “Same Stuff” plastic 

welder.  The bottom of the containment wall goes all the way down to the mat and butts up against the concrete 

pad.  Start at one end using the two mini squares to hold the wall strip in place.  Use the glue to tack about the 

first quarter-inch in place and let it set up.  Then move both squares about an inch and repeat until nearly around 

the base.  When you have about one quarter of the diameter left, pull the remainder up tight to the starting point, 

carefully mark where to cut, and cut it a tad long so you can shave it down for a perfect fit. 
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WKR UpdateWKR UpdateWKR UpdateWKR Update 

 

     (Both)  The completed containment ring.  Now we 

are ready to add details such as stairs and control valves. 

 

 

 

     (Left)  The stairs were a bit 

of a struggle to glue in place as 

they were printed curved and 

angled in.  I found the best 

installation method was to slip 

the foot of the stairs into the 

containment ring to hold it, 

then position the top of the 

stairs to a good spot on the top 

railing, then glue the top 

section in place and work back 

down.  A small (scale 4-foot) 

piece of styrene was glued to 

the containment ring to act as a 

landing.  Next, we moved on to the control valves which were designed to be attached to the bottom of the tank, 

but the containment ring prevents this.  The control valve section had the hand railing gently removed (to be 

replaced later) and shortened to fit the containment ring, then glued in place on the side of the tank.   

     One last item before moving on, the top edge of the PVC tank needs to be puttied and sanded.  A small detail 

sander was ordered and recently arrived, so we will show that next month 
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WKR UpdateWKR UpdateWKR UpdateWKR Update 

(Above)  On to another project.  The Purchasing Department of the WKR recently purchased a small fleet of 

better detailed grain cars.  One trend of the manufacturers is with cars featuring etched-metal roof walks is to 

glue the roof to the car.   In the past, if you wished to add weight to the car, you removed the roof, glued in the 

weights, then replaced the roof. 

 

     With these new cars, the roof was sealed and could not be removed without significant visible damage.  Se 

the Car Department decided to go “Back To The Future” and use an old technique to add weight.  From the 

factory, these cars look great, track well, and are highly detailed, but we consider them to be under the optimal 

weight.  The NMRA Recommended Practices and Standards define a weight system that was developed back in 

the day when the best wheel sets were Micro-Train plastic units.  This level of weight worked well with the 

rolling resistance of the plastic wheels (which were a lot better than the factory originals). 

 

     Now, we have access to highly refined metal wheel sets that offer much lower rolling resistance than the 

former plastic wheels.  This allows us to add much more weight to provide greater tracking and allows the car to 

act and react more like the prototype.  To this end, we use a postal scale, round, split fishing weights, and 

“Tacky Glue” to add more weight under the car.  In this case,  we desired three #7 weights in each well, but they 

would not fit, so we settled on 2-1/2 weights.  Some weights were cut in half and glued in the middle.  The 

weights were squeezed shut with pliers, then glue was inserted into the well.  Using tweezers, the weights were 

inserted in the wells, making sure they were balanced side-to-side.  After the glue sets, the same body color is 

painted over the glue and weights.  From above or the side you can’t see the weights, and the weights are at the 

lowest point which adds stability.  It’s not ideal, but it works. 
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Click here for all the products and to order:  https://www.sceneryexpress.com/ 
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Click here to start reading today:  https://model-railroad-hobbyist.com/ 
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Welcome to the Union Pacific Historical Society! 

Founded in 1984, UPHS is an independent, non-profit organization dedicated to preserving and sharing the 

history of the Union Pacific Railroad.  The Society has about 1,900 members. Historians, railfans, employees, 

and modelers have found the UPHS to be a matchless source of accurate and in-depth material concerning 

historical operations, traffic, motive power, rolling stock and facilities of the Union Pacific and predecessor 

companies. Railroad employees, managers, and retirees are welcome. 

  

Publications:   The UPHS publishes The Streamliner, a 

quarterly journal featuring the finest work of historians and 

other experts on all aspects of Union Pacific Railroad 

operations, traffic, management, equipment, and facilities. 

 

                                   Get your UPHS 2025 Calendar 

 

More products: UPHS develops and sells HO scale models of UP 

equipment not otherwise available. We also have published audio 

recordings of UP steam power. 

 

Company Store: The on-line UPHS Company Store sells our books 

about Union Pacific as well as UP-subject-matter books published by others, back issues of The Streamliner, 

audio CDs of UP steam trains in the 1950s, DVDs of UP steam locomotive drawings, HO-scale models of UP 

rolling stock, and convention and membership pins. Annual memberships also may be purchased in the 

Company Store. While the Store is open to all, members of UPHS receive discounts on selected products. 

 

Click here for the UPHS website:  https://uphs.org/ 
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Click here to start shopping:  https://midwestmodelrr.com/ 
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Click here to start shopping:  https://rokamodels.com/ 
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Free-mo was developed with the idea that a set of standards focusing mainly on module endplates would enable 
faithful modeling of prototype track plans and operations in a modular environment. The length and track 
configuration of a Free-mo module or module set is up to the modeler. Free-mo takes the boredom out of 
running trains monotonously around a double or even a triple track mainline. With Free-mo, less is more. 

Free-mo operates like a permanent or sectional layout but still retains its modularity (Free-mo is actually more 
modular than existing double track modules). Free-mo layouts are operated with a single track mainline in a 
point to loop, loop to loop, or point to point. Layout sizes can vary to any size conceivable. 

Free-mo was developed with the idea that a set of standards focusing mainly on module endplates would enable 
faithful modeling of prototype track plans and operations in a modular environment. The standards just mandate 
the ends where modules connect, leaving the length and track configuration up to the modeler. This in turn 
yields extremely flexible standards that work! For example, if you want to build a module that is 5 feet 7 and 
3/4 inches long with an angle of 19 degrees and a 2% grade, you can do it with Free-mo! 

 

Find out more:  http://www.free-mo.org/standard/ 
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For more information contact: 
  
                                             Jim Adams      Mark Fisher     
                                             620-290-1054      620-260-5560     
                                             adamsarabians@hotmail.com    markfish@ucom.net        
  
                                             Steve Weidner      Robert Hahn  
                                             620-290-1862      620-271-8365  
                                             sweidner@ucom.net     robertlh@wbsnet.org  
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Date Book 

2025 
January 2025 

11th & 12th Model Train Convention & Expo                                     McPherson, KS. 

Sat & Sun https://allevents.in/mcpherson/4th-annual-mcpherson-model-train-convention-and-expo/200026863551426 

 

 

February 2025 
 

1st & 2nd  Wichita Train Show & Swap Meet                        Wichita, KS. 

Sat & Sun https://www.facebook.com/wichitatrainshow/ 

 

 

March 2025 
8th & 9th  2025 Garden City Model Train Show       Garden City. KS. 

Sat & Sun  West Pavillion – Finney County Fairgrounds 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.nscalesupply.com/nscalesupply.html 
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On The Back Cover: 

Test fitting the new, upgraded storage tank on the Agridyne scene of the WKR N-scale layout.  This shows the 

size difference and there will need to be a restructuring of the entire scene to make the new tanks fit, more next 

month… 
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